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cally, say every ten or twenty years. This is not so difficult as
the cadastral operations of some Continental countries, or the
revenue surveys of British India; for these undertake to deter-
mine, by special inquiry, what rent each piece of land is capable
of yielding. In the proposed survey it would suffice to record
what it does yield; allowing the landlord, if he can, to prove that
it is under-rented, in which case he ought not to suffer for his past
moderation.

It should be understood also that no intention is entertained
of paring down the increment of rent to the uttermost farthing.
We assert in principle the right of taking it all: in practice we have
no desire to insist upon the extreme right, at any risk of going
beyond it. No doubt, the option allowed to the landlord of
giving up the land at its existing value would secure him against
pecuniary wrong; but we should be sorry to trade upon his
reluctance to give up an ancestral possession, or one endeared to
him by association. We would leave, therefore, an ample margin
by way of insurance against mistakes in the valuation. We would
not insist upon taking the last penny of the unearned increase.
But we mention that within that limit, taxation on the land, in
addition to the landlord's share of all other taxes, may justly be,
and ought to be, imposed. We contend that a tax on land, not
preceding but following the future increase of its value, and increas-
ing with that increase, is a legitimate financial resource; and that
it is for the individual landlord, by making an authentic record
of what he does for the land, to preserve evidence that its increase
of rent is the consequence and rightful reward of his own intelli-
gent improvements.

This is the meaning of the fourth article in the programme
of the Land Tenure Reform Association; and the reasons which
have now been given are its justification. The more it is con-
sidered the more general, we believe, will be the adhesion to it
of those whose regard for property is not a superstition but an
intelligent conviction, and who do not consider landlords as entitled
to pecuniary privilege but only to equal justice.mons by a high agricul-
